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dass T2rard, in addition 10 baing o first
ralteé actor, alsd happans 1o be a world
class raconteur, During & recant thor-
oughly delightiul, bakmy aftesncon chat,
all manner of lopics are tossed about,
including a8 comiarsalion in French, a snippat of a
Baatles tune, and commentary on Liz and Phil (that
wiould be Ouesan Elizabeth and Prince Phillip, for
{he recond),

Needlass to say, when one's Fremch ls only &
MMCh of TWo ADOWS SIMETE o, SOmMma oo, o hull-on
thte-A-8e can be a ifthe daunting, aspecially with
samaons ks izzad, who admits io praciicing his
language skilis up to four hours & day. Bud that king
of disdication |8 typical of Eddie zzard. Legendary for
s guerky, Seliectual stand-up, the scter wis detee-
minad not to b trpe cast as tha funny man; in faci,
ha wanted 1o be taken sefoushy, *| kaved comady,
o | aeways wanhed to do drama,” necals tha bull
Brit. “Buif nona of the acting agents would actually
touch ma.. . Comadias would ooema my way, and |
woukdn't do thasm," After parts in films: Bioa The Vislser
Goldming, Shadow of the Vampine, and Oceans 12,
lzzard has finally found the mis he was destined 1o
ey Wayne Malloy, con artist extraordinging, on the
v it Fix serias, “Tha Richis. ™

Tha concept of “The Riches™ meohas arcund the
Travwalers, & nomadic growp of Iksh ongin, \Wih an
estimated 7,000 meskding in the Urfed States, mosthy
in tha South, this clan lwes by thesr own ndes and
requlatiohs — they @ne vriually uniaceabio, as the
maorty have no legitimate form of identification
0.g.. Socal Security numbers),

Whan wa first mest the Malloy family, who are
mgeed mambers of thes group of grftars, Waynoe
and hiz cheldmen ane picking wp mama Dabdia (Minnie
D, vehith s ekt Spnd bwe yoans in the slammaer,
At & party 16 celsbrale Danlia’s homecomeng, thena is
an obvious clash babween Wiyne and his nemasts,
Dale (Todd Stashwick), both of whom ame wying to
succesed the alling leader of the clan. Slackad
against Wayne is the fact thal not only is he an ow-
sader and @ hall-breed, “Ono of my parents is & Trav-
olor and cna isn't.” says thia actor, “but Dahia waa
ariginally promisad 1o someons elsa” and Wayne .
Eiole her away. This doasn't exactly make him tha s i’
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of tham Wwhen an aitc
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loys off the road) meults in

.Doug and Chavien Rich, who. are mar

willy 4o their new home smack dalifinthe
migdie of upscale southern suburbin
{think “Waeds® fract harmas, bt waalth-
kar). \'fa'gnwlﬁu'm npnm‘nm‘rr and the
{mmiyaiciopts the idimiities of the dead
couphe. Soon thay Are g (oc
stealing] the = Afmafican uruam
embrolled in the tappings of wealth
and & suparlicinl socloly, whije con-
siantly having to look over thesr af
dars Tor Cale and assorted Jravelors.
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Thay miest ba quick on the draw and
have an snawer Tor uumﬂhir@, Thaﬁ.' e
naw forced inta @'scaenand of constanitly
praving thamsalveienol |ust to this
COmmunity, bk o sach othir as woll,
izzard confessas thal ho and his
Charactar are quite similar — relentiess,
ir i3t in thair tenacious consumplicn
ohkrowledge, Ho beleves we're cons
stantly, |earning. When he discusses
what haSvanis for Rimsell and-his
o, s with the voracity of an nna-
cent of @ now expesance,
~Thare s

to saak uff m!m 1K it ia yo!
another new a v and rmk-lnp
inta Eddia [2zard's azumg ‘frpns which
arally. arms sp with excifamant, it
is clear as a bell he i ST ik
it ha's gotten the tickel and

Vanice: I've seen the first I
episgodes of “Tha Riches® thus far,

Yiwer Wayne — (s ha start-

i, charactar,
ing to crack? Is he subconsclously

fealing the burden of taking owar
somizone else’s idantity?
Eddie kzzard: Yeah, | think the con-

 scienca s working Bway undermaath him
and

tor contings t0 eat at him —
o i waan't Mas fault (refoming
10 tha death of Doug Rich, whosa idefti-
u:.rrulu.-.:ﬂl.m Bist | fhink of the
Fasmity as

Wayrie says, ‘Sirip the car' 18 hig family -
— It's from the point of view of & jackal

— you can't wasto anything, s a fuck- =
g crirmd 10 waste — and il wa don't,

alza will take it And we didn't
these people [Douwg and Gharien);

'!t\\wa act:uﬂyﬂdhuhﬂ:lh-ﬂ Sz it's

e —

S0 T

venlce

| Beavenging... like in
EARAMEss . the pilol. l.:thun the Righes dis and

i



B0 wonico may 2007



BCiually thesr duty to take all this stuff, and to
taka this Ma.

Do you think Wayne wanta te fit in,
maybe sattle down?

| think e dokg. Thair lite has always bean
aboul scavenging and taking: and | think
Wayne has always looked for that “grass is
abways greener ideal. Ha has fo have a He
with maaning and gat &way from this para-
BibC exstance, He wants to change it but he
can't. 5o when this opportunity presants
Haalf, ha grata it realy tight. But evenfualby
ihat's just going 1o gnaw away at him=—
bacausa e shouldn™t have stolen a ba, i
nalps. though, that Doug Rich doasn™ turm
out o bé a great humanitarian

And now the Malloys always have (o ba
on thelr toes — even if it's just going to
the grocery store, because one wrong
HOVE...

Thiy gotta ba ready to feign beft or feign
g, st to come up wWith Somd Souious
answer — |ust make somathing up and mun
for It

Of all the things you've bean offersd,
why this?

I've bean irying to develop a knowledge
and zense of siruciure, Decause my stand-
up & vary instinctive and vary stream of con-
seiousness and doesn't it nfo a structiune
1's like a cormversation, that goes on and on
and on, and then we say goodnight, So. |
was watehing a film soma yoars ago, and
just staried to wonder abcad the arc of that
sory and thought, | need 1o study this,” |
took tha Aobart MoKes courds here in Los
Angedas, and Mckes said the best writing in
tha workd night row is in Amacican telavision
| hadn't realy looked at drama In fedevisson,
and thought, ‘| should look at this more
closaly.

| had & meating set up with Minerdck Pro-
ducticns, and Michassl Rosenbeng, the head
of the television department was oulside
having a ciganstie, and it was due 10 tobac-
€0 that this whaols thing happensd, He said,
‘I heard you're hera for a mesing, and 'm
nol going to go to it because | heard you
dan do television.' But tha story was | jusi
wiasn't inferasted in sitcoms,

So about hall an howr Inta our meating
tray thress owd the dea of a family of travel-
ars thal and up in a hausing subdivision and
take ower & family's life, And | sald, “Weall,
yaah, I'd like to do thai.' This is the waird
thing — it was like balng i schaal, and
somecns says they're going to play Gowe
bows and indians and | say, "Gan | play7'

It does remind one of Showlime's
“Weeds," geing inside this pristine slice of
Americana. But when you look under-
naath the manicured lawns, everyons's
got a secret,

People have mentionad “Weeds® and

“Sopranca” i us (&8 a compartson) and we're
Hoa, 'Oin, yeah, wa'll go bebween those two’
And | think the show's come in al & parfect
tirma, with the Democratic Senate coming in,
and the war, and people maybe kooking al
evaryihing and wondaring if it's all air-
rushed— what's actually undemeatih

Hove you had & kot of inpat into the sto-
e T

1was part of the breaking stony, developing
b plot with Dmitry (Lipkin, the show's cre-
ator). And the other writers and we'd gat
nobes, and rewrite, conatanily over the period
of a year unill F/X accepted N Pitching is
somathing that I'm good at doing. .,

I bet that comes from dolng stand up.

1§ could be — | e doing piggyback pitching
— SOMMBCHE SLGHEsts an idek, and | jump onto
hat — I'm just making up my own lechnigue
as to what il is, or what It will ba, | s8s two
phinsies of story — one & piching —throwing
o Chexsd 2100y DOMmDE. And hen once wa've
o It all tad o, |[bEbﬂrrle-c-rHl'-u-mw'ng o
a piano — wi check this key, and that cne,
and moee this one ovoer here. Then we cuf this
character right cadl, change the sex of that
charmcher, pull that ‘round. That part (of devel-
oping the story) i mush mon complax

| was just talking to cna of the show un-
neérs — shay agked me i | wanted to coms
back in on the writers room and | do — | o
it. But for the writer, it's high stakes; ming am
much lower 1T's thesr life's blood — gatting
thesr apisodes dong and getting them dona in
4 way that people actually ke them. {On tha
other hand) | just get to theow ideas ancund
and comment and whatever and loave tha
oo, Thal seresed up my mind a b, Writing
k% pod-ike; and acling is mortal, | found that
whan | started playing VWaymne, in the first saa-
son, after wa'd worked out the 12 axtra
opisodes aftar the pllot, | was in a mantal
place wheda | was constantly trdng to change
things, Bka ‘This shouldnt go thore, and this
should be over hees' a5 opposad to saving
this script &5 & bibée and we can't change an
inch of this. K's a weind changs of mindsat. I
overiapped i my hesd and | found mysalf
saying, | don’t think ha (Wayne) should say
thes, | don't think he would do that.”

Your background is comedy — but was-
n't your goal ta get into drama?

Always. | loved comaedy, but | wanted o do
drarma and when i fook 5o long for my coma-
dy to take off in Britain, | sakd, '‘Bugger it I'm
going to do both.” | made a pact with mysst
b stan up and do ERRoeM Carsm.

How'd you do that?

You gat & separate agent. [laughs] | had iy
comedy agent, and | had my acting agaont.
#And for a long time, none of the acting agents
would actually touch ma, except for ona
weoman, Micky Van Galder. And | said, | wand
b2 do drama,' and comedies would coma my
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wary and | wouldn't do them. So | had thess
plans that wene g — 160 paar haarity-year
plans and some peapl would pust say to
me, ‘Lock, TS just not going 1o happen”, Like
doing gigs in France; | couldn't get a French
promaber interested In me and | couldn't get
a Beitish promoter interasted in belping.

How've the French received youwr com-
ndy?

VWail, there's aboul & hundred pecple in
Parria right rorw, whio ke | exist.

Last fema | was thaersd, | did intensive
Franch bassons, which are sdnmaly tring = |
wiis doing 4 hours a day. one on onsa. It
barms: your mind oul. | got 50 fined = bad | oia
thres weshs of that, and then did & g that
wis sirictly in French, Mow my plan = 1 go
over there, I do fwed hours a day [of Fronch
practioa), 'l do gigs at night, and T gat it
down i b menths. s such a mad kdea -
pacpde don’t know quite what ['m daing -
they'ne looking at me ke 'm sayving | push
pisanuts up mountaing

You recantly attendod ths White Howss
Correapondents Dinner, That's a pretiy
prestigious hanor,

It wears. iniesressting 09 hang cut this, Sesng
the White House — espacially compared to
Dowming Sireat {the Frima Minister's resl-
danci), Downdng Steast — B's o Deing ina
Ehudent unon, meally — thema's 8 cabe in the
middie of it where you can go and have toa
and burs and stull. And they don't have ths
hisrarchical thing — Tony Bilair had this sort
of, first-nasme-basis thing. ..

Speasking of Blair, have you seen The

QuesnT Prime Minister Tony Blair ks por-
travyed &8 quite an approachable person.

Mo, | hanven'ts I'm ot maally inbo monarchy
systoms. Horeditary priviiege is cutdated and
imimoral. That whole sysbem — you heva o
judge them on whatl they do in life, as
humans. This while monachy thing is bul-
shit. | didin't even know that Tony Blaér had to
bow and walk out backwards (leaving the
Cueen's presencel; | thought that had gone
ouit years ago. | think Charfie (Prince Charles)
dobs a kol Batler with this and ha'll have a
miuch batter taka when it's his fum. | think
ha's vy proactive with the Prince’s Trust; |
balieva ha's stopped iaking money from the
Hational Pursa and takes the money off the
eaiate e was given. Ha has @ his organic
farrming. Ha's thinking ahaad, And | just don't
fenl Liz or Phil [Queen Elizabeth and Prince
Phillip) hawve done any big, open minded,
"Whare should wa go wilth the monarchy'
third rrsllennum 2ot o thinking.

| did want to ask you briefly about the
film “Across the Unlverse,” the Juls Tay-
mar il coming et in Seplember.

| play M, Kite, Hinvs you seen the traler?

Yeu, it's quite surmesl and looks much
like o Mowlln Rowge sort of Tilm.

| probaloly look quite alasmeng in it | did
“For the Banelil of M Kie™. .. [He goas off
wita Mg owm workd for a momen!, and begins
snging the song]

*For thea Banalit of Me Kite, thers will ba a
show tonight on trampoling. . .the Hemder-
son's will all be thers, ais of Pablo-Fangues
fair, whak a scona, ,."

| i thres takes for that and | leamad it all

wisry queckly And | ad-libbpd o through tha
instrumantals; | had to lip sync with no
mesic. To gat tha timing right |s really diffscul
because it's all cul of sync with the baals.
Thare wera all thaese ad-ibs all oves tha
place. | had 10 play it round and rmoand 0 omy
rusacd ondiosshy,

Do wou feal that now you've finally
reached the level of suocoess that you
want?

's closar, P'm at basea camp &l Eversst. |
wanted the 'I'm ready when | was 17"
approach, tad the workd aaid, “No." 30 'va
decided it must ba the fine wine approach
— that thers ans things I'va 9ot 1o da first, 506
v just got to koo leeming, keop pushing.
opop expanding, keap finding cut.

Ian't that kind of like Wame Malloy?
He's always trying to discover difforent
approaches and now things — primarily
because he needs o be on point and
ready and not get cawght.

Absolutely. | think that fifty — maybe
sixty porcant of Wayna s ma; or of ma is in
Wayna, Creorall, the ralentless nodion o, I
will not stop.’

Ia that | will not stop or | will not fail?

Wifith vyl o with Winyna, you can't realy
use the word ‘tail." Failees teaches you mom
than success: | will not stop untll | ged to a
place of calmnass. Maybe that's chasing
your tail, but you raally have to try 1o be
calm, and st be n B momant, 7

“Tha Richaes™ mrs Moncays at T0 pm on
F.:':-




